
The Honorable Deb Haaland 

Secretary of the Department of the Interior 

1849 C St NW 

Washington, DC 20240 

 

June 16, 2021 

 

Dear Secretary Haaland: 

 

 In light of the report recently released by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the U.S. 

Geological Survey that documents harmful impacts to the environment from sand mining, we are 

writing to request that you reinstate the Coastal Barrier Resources Act’s (CBRA) protections 

against federally-funded sand mining in the areas protected by the Coastal Barrier Resources 

System (CBRS).1  Our organizations represent conservationists, sportsmen, state officials, 

taxpayer advocates, marine and public policy researchers, environmental leaders, and insurers 

who support the CBRA and its protections.  In November 2019, the Trump Administration 

abruptly overturned the CBRA’s prohibition against federal taxpayer dollars being used to mine 

sand in sensitive CBRS areas for use outside of the CBRS, casting aside 25 years of bipartisan 

adherence to the law’s basic restrictions.  The June 2, 2021, report by the USFWS-USGS 

provides new documentation of the short- and long-term damage to the coastal environment, 

fisheries, habitat and coastal resiliency that results from the sand mining that the Trump 

Administration wrongly greenlit under the CBRA.  This information makes it clear that the 

CBRA must be restored so that it can continue to protect coastal resources, support resiliency, 

and save tax dollars. 

 

Congress specifically enacted, and subsequently expanded, the CBRA in order to shield 

some of America’s last remaining undeveloped coastal areas from federal expenditures that 

support development.  The CBRA’s primary objective is to protect vitally important habitat, save 

federal tax dollars, and promote public safety by withdrawing federal funds that underwrite risky 

development.  The law has saved the federal taxpayer nearly $10 billion since its inception while 

protecting habitat that is crucial to birds, economically important fisheries and shellfisheries, and 

other wildlife.   

 

The new USFWS-USGS report, entitled Impact of Sediment Removal from and 

Placement in Coastal Barrier Island Systems, documents myriad harmful impacts to the coastal 

environment and downstream coastal communities from sand mining, as summarized in the 

USFWS’s “Frequently Asked Questions” addendum to the report:2 

 

 Seafloor habitats and the food chain they support can be seriously harmed.  Changes caused 

by sand mining can impact the habitat of seafloor organisms, which are important food 

resources for shore and waterbirds and other marine species. “Benthic habitats and the 

                                                 
1 Impact of Sediment Removal from and Placement in Coastal Barrier Island Systems, U.S. Dep’t of the Interior and 

U.S. Geological Survey, Open-File Report 2021-1062, available at https://doi.org/10.3133/ofr20211062. 

2 Report: Impacts of Sand Removal from and Placement in Coastal Barrier Island Systems, Frequently Asked 

Questions, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Serv., available at https://www.fws.gov/cbra/documents/FAQs-USGS-FWS-

Coastal-Barrier-Report.pdf. 
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organisms that live in and on the seabed are directly and immediately impacted by sediment 

removal [sand mining],” which causes “immediate mortality and reduced abundances of 

benthic organisms.”  Sensitive seafloor habitats, such as seagrasses, corals, and hard bottoms 

can be negatively impacted. 

 Sand mining can cause long-lasting harm to birds, fish and shellfish, and other wildlife. Sand 

mining threats to fish and marine species “emerge from direct entrainment and entanglement 

of organisms, suspended/settled/contaminated sediment, noise, and physical changes” at the 

mining site.  Sand mining can also harm “migration paths or foraging areas in which 

individuals congregate, or spawning, nursery or overwintering habitats.” Removal of 

sediment “from shoals, mudflats, and sandbars can affect habitats that are vital to 

overwintering and migrating shore- and waterbirds . . . [and] detrimental effects to shore- and 

waterbirds through the food web can persist for months to several years.” Threatened and 

endangered birds, such as the rufa Red Knot and Piping Plover, depend on shoals, inlets and 

beaches for feeding, nesting, roosting and resting during migration.  Impacts to these 

important habitats will further threaten these sea- and shore-birds that have seen a 70 percent 

decline over the last several decades. 

 Effective measures to mitigate negative impacts from sand mining have not been developed 

and are not known. The USFWS, USGS and experts in the field currently do not know how 

to avoid harmful effects from sand mining.  The USFWS and USGS found that “[e]ffective 

mitigation of adverse effects at removal and placement sites is a key knowledge gap that 

limits the ability to predict impact and define area closures.” 

 Coastal resiliency can be reduced by sand mining, that at the same time can threaten the 

safety of downdrift communities. “Sediment removal . . .  can impact short- and long-term 

coastal resilience . . .  sediment removal at one location may cause downdrift shoreline 

erosion and reduced sediment supply at other locations.  These impacts may be exacerbated 

by sea-level rise.” 

 

The USFWS-USGS report documents a myriad of adverse and negative impacts from 

sand mining, which are the kinds of harmful damage that the CBRA was intended to protect 

coastal barrier resources from.  The CBRA was enacted nearly 40 years ago, and expanded as 

recently as 2018, in order to protect undeveloped coastal areas from taxpayer-funded activities 

that harm the environment, spend valuable federal funds, and encourage unwise development.  

We urge you to act immediately to restore this pragmatic and protective law so that its full, 

intended benefits can be realized. 

 

     Sincerely, 

 

Jessica Grannis      Eli Lehrer 

Interim Vice President, Coastal Conservation  President 

National Audubon Society    R Street Institute 

 

Jessie Ritter      Chad Berginnis  

Director, Water Resources and Coastal Policy  Executive Director 

National Wildlife Federation Association of State Floodplain      

Managers 
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Steve Elllis      Marla J. Stelk 

President       Executive Director 

Taxpayers for Common Sense Association of State Wetland 

Managers  

 

Andrew Hutson      Franklin Nutter 

Executive Director     President 

Audubon North Carolina     Reinsurance Association of America 

 

Joel Scata        Sierra Weaver 

Water and Climate Attorney Senior Attorney and Coast & 

Wetlands Program Leader 

Natural Resources Defense Council Southern Environmental Law Center 

 

Jennifer Driban      Sarah Murdock 

SVP/Chief Mission Officer Director, U.S. Climate Resilience 

and Water Policy 

National Aquarium The Nature Conservancy 

 

Angelina Eisenhauer     Peter Shelley 

Interim Executive Director    Senior Counsel 

Audubon South Carolina     Conservation Law Foundation 

 

Julie Wraithmell      Manley Fuller 

Executive Director     Vice President, Conservation Policy 

Audubon Florida      North Carolina Wildlife Federation 

 

Suzanne Dixon      Mike Burger 

Interim Executive Director    Interim Executive Director 

Audubon Texas      Audubon Connecticut and New York 

 

Doug Bechtel      Jonathan Stone   

President       Executive Director 

New Hampshire Audubon    Save The Bay (RI) 

 

David Curson, Ph.D.     Steve Holmer 

Director of Bird Conservation (Maryland)  Vice President of Policy 

Audubon Mid-Atlantic     American Bird Conservancy 

 

Julie Dunlap      Drew Tompkins 

Education Chair      Director of Policy  

Audubon Society of Central Maryland    New Jersey Audubon 

 

Stefanie Sekich-Quinn     Ken Cohen 

Coastal Preservation Manager    President 

Surfrider Foundation     Prince George’s Audubon Society 
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Kurt R. Schwarz      Bob Lukinic 

Conservation Chair     Conservation Chair 

Maryland Ornithological Society    Southern Maryland Audubon Society 

 

Kim Winton, Ph.D.     Hugh Simmons 

Vice-Chair       President 

Conservation Coalition of Oklahoma   Chesapeake Audubon Society 

 

Mark Southerland      Tim Dillingham 

Legislative Director     Executive Director 

Safe Skies Maryland     American Littoral Society 

 

Colette Buchanan      Rebecca Triche 

President       Executive Director 

Monmouth County (NJ) Audubon Society  Louisiana Wildlife Federation 

 

Denise Stranko 

Federal Executive Director 

Chesapeake Bay Foundation 

 

 

 

 

 


