
Floodplain Management Updates

FY 2018 HQ Priorities and 2017 Response Highlights
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FY 18 FPMD HQ Priorities

 ESA Record of Decision 

 FPM Strategic Vision

 CAP-SSSE Program Changes 

 CIS modernization

 Training Initiative 
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FY 18 FPMD HQ Priorities

 Multi-family Homes Guidance Documents

 Agricultural Structures Policy

 CRS Updates

 Policy Compendium
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Hurricane Harvey – Mitigation Messages

▸Refer folks to www.fema.gov/Texas-disaster-mitigation

• Has had over 15,000 hits

▸Message of the Week

▸Work with External Affairs, ongoing efforts for pre-approval of 

messages

▸Work with the Disaster Survivor Assistance (DSAT) Teams using 

Mitigation Message Cards

http://www.fema.gov/Texas-disaster-mitigation


4

Hurricane Harvey
– Mitigation Message Cards
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Hurricane Harvey – The Flood

• “500 Year” flood in many locales

• Houston has experienced 500-year 

storms in each of the last three years

• Roughly 65% of flooding was in Zone X

• Roughly 55% of damage was in Zone X

• Received 46-52 inches of rain throughout 

the area
• FIRMS’s are mapped to the 1% annual 

chance flood- 13 inches of rain in 24 hrs

• NOAA is revising the Atlas 14

• Roughly a third of structures were built 

to 1 ft. above BFE

• Required 1 ft. freeboard above BFE

• 84% of homes are below 2 ft. freeboard
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Hurricane Harvey –
Where was the Flood Insurance?
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Houston – Improved Higher Standards
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Houston – New Floodplain Definition

BTW… New Orleans 

requires 3’ above grade 

in Zone X

Created HSFHA

• .2% flood + 2 ft.

• No LOMAs
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Florida – Sustained Engagement

Phase  1

Substantial 
Damage 
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?

Phase 3

Mitigated/ 
Resilient/ 
Compliant 
Building
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Floodplain Management and 
Insurance Strategy for 
California Wildfires

DR-4344-CA

DR-4353-CA
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